
The Story of a Successful Marriage: QuickStart and Junior Team Tennis 
 

Justin Depietropaolo, Tennis Professional at Whitford Country Club in Exton, 
PA, was intrigued by how well T-ball does in the Philadelphia area with parent coaches. 
Having formed the Philadelphia Area Team Tennis Association (PATTA -- a CTA), he 
tried a pilot with two divisions -- 8 and under and 10 and under kids with four teams per 
division and 4-5 kids per team (boys and girls).  

Because some of the parents 
were tennis players and others had 
never held a racquet, Justin trained all 
parents at the beginning. He set up 
drills to allow the parents to learn the 
sport as they ran the drill.  

Every Sunday morning for 
seven weeks, the teams would gather 
for a 45 minute practice session 
followed by 45 minutes of competition 
using the JTT format. Teams had 2 
singles and 2 doubles with three games 
per match. A game was the 1st to win 7 
points.  

The kids didn’t know anything about tennis. Justin knew he had a winning 
formula when one little girl approached him in the grocery to store to excitedly report 
that she had won her match that morning. “In the past, we’d have had these kids in clinics 
for week after week,” offered Justin. “Here was this 7-year old excited to have played a 
match. I knew the kids were hooked on the match play idea, just as they loved being able 
to play a T-ball game right after signing up. There were kids who couldn’t hit the ball at 
the beginning of the 7 weeks, but were playing well by the end.” 

This year, the PATTA had 5 JTT QuickStart leagues with 193 participants and 31 
parent coaches – all of whom went through the Recreational Coaches Workshop and got 
a lot out of it, according to Justin. Justin continues, “Each site has a league manager who 
sets up the QST court. We also trained the parents on how to set up the court.  Middle 
States gave me a program grant for equipment this year. The kids were expected to bring 
their own racquets, but I had extra racquets for kids who couldn’t afford one or who had 
forgotten one.” 

The kids and coaches all get t-shirts with their team’s name on them. The PATTA 
used the WTT franchise names and team colors. 

According to Justin, “The best thing about this is that we get to introduce little 
kids to tennis and get them playing matches right away. They see that there’s more to 
tennis than just playing King of the Court.” 
 
For more info, contact: Justin Depietropaolo,CTA President – Philadelphia Area Team Tennis Association  
www.PhillyTeamTennis.org 610-450-48 


